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another case the sycamore-wood  tablets   filed in bundles, and tied together with leather straps.
Hamilcar listened, curious as to the domestic details, calmed by the monotony of the man's voice in enumerating the accounts, while Abclalonim read slower and slower, and suddenly letting the wooden tablets fall to the ground, threw himself flat on his face with arms extended, in the position of one condemned.
Hamilcar, without evincing any emotion, picked up the tablets ; his lips parted and his eyes opened widely when he saw charged for the expenses of one day an exorbitant consumption of meats, fish, birds, wines, and aromatics, vases broken, slaves killed, and napery destroyed.
Abdalonim, remaining prostrate, told him of the Barbarians' feast and that he had not the power to escape from executing the commands of the Elders. Salammbd, too, had commanded that money should be prodigally expended to receive the soldiers.
At the name of his daughter Hamilcar bounded up; then compressing his lips, he sank back amid the cushions, tearing the fringes with his nails, his eyes fixed, panting.
"Get up!" said the Suffete.
Then he descended from the dais, followed by Abdalonim, whose knees trembled. But seizing an iron bar, he went to work like a fury to unseal the pavement. A disc of wood flew out and revealed under the entire length of the passage, numerous broad coverlids that concealed pits where grain was stored.
" Eye of Baal! You see by this," said the servant,